
PREPAREDNESS

SAFETY EDUCATION



2025 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

READY.GOV

www.ready.gov
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2025 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

KNOW WHAT TO DO
Try to be prepared for anything!

Planning
• Use the READY.gov resources

• Identify the most likely scenarios based on geography, climate, 
demographics, and emergency services in your immediate area

• Determine the most likely disaster events in your area

• Historical experience and data play a key factor

• Plan on events occurring while you are in your home, at church, on the 
town

• Walk through scenarios with family members and people you know 
and trust

• Make a list of potential exposures and how to mitigate them



2025 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

KNOW WHAT TO DO!
Try to be prepared for anything!

Start with this list:
• More Likely Scenarios

• Fire

• Mass Power Outage

• Cyber/Cell Outage

• Severe/Tornadic Weather

• Freezing Weather

• Floods

• Biological/Virus Outbreak

• Attacks at Home

• Less Likely Scenarios
• Chemical Release 

• Attacks in Public

• Civil Unrest

• Coronal Mass Ejection (CME)

• Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP)

• Terrorist Attack

• Cyber Terrorism

• Warfare



2025 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

KNOW WHAT TO PREPARE FOR
Try to be prepared for anything!

Practice/Test
• Communication Failures and Mitigation

• Emergency Action Plan

• Equipment Maintenance

• First Aid

• Self Defense



2025 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

KNOW WHAT TO PREPARE FOR
Try to be prepared for anything!

Cost
• Preparedness can be expensive

• Determine what you need to have vs. 
want to have

• Start with basics and purchases that 
have a simple learning curve

• Have a “Swiss Army Knife” approach 
when pricing items

• Utilize what you already have if possible



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

RADIO FOR 
EVERYONE
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EMERGENCY RADIO
Software Defined Radio 

(SDR)

SDRPlay RSPdx 
R2

Primary Purpose
• Listen to multiple sources on the radio

• Shortwave

• News

• Weather 

• Emergency Broadcasts

• Ham

• Identify broadcasts and transmissions

• Learn about different band and how to 
listen to them

$250



2025 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

EMERGENCY RADIO
Software Defined Radio 

(SDR)

SDRPlay RSPdx 
R2

Pros
• Great visual control

• Easy to learn how to use

• Anyone can use it

• Multiband receiver: Shortwave, WX, 
AM/FM Radio, CB, HF, VHF, UHF Ham

• Allows you to see entire spectrum

• Fairly inexpensive compared to many 
multi band radios

• Multiple antenna options

• Quick and easy set-up

$250
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EMERGENCY RADIO
Software Defined Radio 

(SDR)

SDRPlay RSPdx 
R2

Cons
• Receiver only

• Requires:

• Power source

• Computer/Software

• External antenna

• Portability is limited

• Learning curve is short, but can be 
overwhelming without some training

$250
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EMERGENCY RADIO
Software Defined Radio 

(SDR)

SDRPlay RSPdx 
R2

Practical use in worst case scenario:
Power Outage and Home Wi-Fi Down
• External power source (Jackery Portable Power 

Station or battery with inverter)

• Laptop

$250

$260

Jackery Explorer 
300
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EMERGENCY RADIO
Receiver 
AntennasGA-800

$120

GA-80
0

Pros
• Receives almost all bands including UHF/VHF

• Portable

• Can be mounted outside in good conditions

• Desktop mount

• BNC Connector

Cons
• Receives only

• Not Weatherproof

• Requires power source (For best results)

CAN BE USED WITH 
MOST MULTIBAND 

RADIOS
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EMERGENCY RADIO
Receiver 
AntennasMLA 30+

$50

MLA 
30+

Pros
• Inexpensive

• Weatherproof

• BNC Connector

Cons
• Receives only

• Limited Bands

• Limited Portability

• Assembly required

• Requires power source (for best results)

CAN BE USED WITH 
MOST MULTIBAND 

RADIOS
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EMERGENCY RADIO

DEMONSTRATION

SDRplay RSPdx R2
SDRconnect Software
Laptop
GA-800 Antenna
VHF/UHF Antenna

SDRconnec
t

https://www.sdrplay.com/softwar
ehome/
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EMERGENCY RADIO
Good-Old Multi Band (Shortwave) 

Radio ETON Elite 
750

Pros
• Internal speaker and antenna

• Battery powered

• Easily transported

• External antenna options

• Some have hand crank for power

Cons
• Receives only

• Limited Bands (WX, AM/FM, Shortwave)

• Steep learning curve and difficult to find transmissions

$75

$500
Raddy 
RF320

CR 
1009

$30
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EMERGENCY RADIO
VHF/UHF Portable Ham Radio 
(HT)Purpose

• To listen to local FM/WX/Ham

• Storm Watch (ARES)

• Emergency Communications

Usage
• Radio to radio (simplex) and Repeaters

• Programmable

• Portable

• Ham Licensed Only to talk

• For people new to radio learning curve is steep



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

MONITORING 
REPEATERS



ALTERNATE COMMUNICATION METHODS

REPEATERS
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ALTERNATE COMMUNICATION METHODS

REPEATERS

STORM 
SPOTTER



ALTERNATE COMMUNICATION METHODS

LINKED 
REPEATERS NOTE: LOCAL 

AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUBS 

CENTER 
AROUND 

REPEATERS



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Additional Training

SKYWARN
• SKYWARN® is a volunteer program with 

between 350,000 and 400,000 trained severe 
weather spotters. These volunteers help keep 
their local communities safe by providing 
timely and accurate reports of severe weather 
to the National Weather Service.

CERT Program
• County Community Emergency Response 

Team



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

REPEATER BOOK
A Source For Everyone!

Look up repeaters by state:
• Texas: Linked Repeaters

• North Central Texas Connection

• Texas I-35 System

• East Texas Emergency Communications 
System

• Texas Nexus System

• Oklahoma: Linked Repeaters
• Tulsa Amateur Radio Club

https://www.repea
terbook.com/inde
x.php

https://www.repeaterbook.com/index.php


ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

OTHER LINKED REPEATERS
A Source For Everyone!

What are some other linked repeaters in the 
area?



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

RADIO REFERENCE
A Source For Everyone!

Use this when listening to specific feed or live 
events as they are unfolding.

Databases
• Radio Frequencies By State and County

Live Audio
• Broadcastify

• Listen: 
• Top Feeds
• Grayson County

https://www.radior
eference.com/



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

QUESTIONS?



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

TAMARA HIGGINS
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KNOW WHAT TO DO
Try to be prepared for anything!

Planning
• Use the READY.gov resources

• Identify the most likely scenarios based on geography, climate, 
demographics, and emergency services in your immediate area

• Determine the most likely disaster events in your area

• Historical experience and data play a key factor

• Plan on events occurring while you are in your home, at church, on the 
town

• Walk through scenarios with family members and people you know 
and trust

• Make a list of potential exposures and how to mitigate them



ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

FIRST AID KITS
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OSHA 1910.151 (INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE)
ANSI/ISEA Z308.1 Standard
OSHA often refers employers to the ANSI/ISEA Z308.1 standard (a consensus 
guideline) for guidance on what a “minimum” first aid kit should include.
The minimum required items for a Class A kit (intended for most common workplace 
injuries like cuts, scrapes, and minor burns) include:

•Adhesive bandages (various sizes)
•Adhesive tape
•Antiseptic wipes
•Antibiotic ointment
•Burn treatment supplies (e.g., burn cream or gel)
•Cold pack (instant, disposable)
•Eye covering (2)
•First aid guide/instructions
•Hand sanitizer
•Medical exam gloves (2 pairs)
•Roller bandage
•Scissors
•Sterile pads (gauze)
•Triangular bandage
•Trauma pad


