
THE RED RIVER BRIDGE WAR SPECIAL EVENT 2024 

W5R 

July 20, 0000z to July 26, 2359z 

Modes of Operation  

CW Phone Digital(FT-8 + PSK-31)  

Bands of Operation 

  80 - 60 - 40 - 30 - 20 - 17- 15 - 12 - 10 - 6 – 2 

For a QSL Card, please send a S.A.S.E. to the following address…  

Grayson County ARC  

PO Box 642, Sherman, TX 75091 

Donations are always appreciated. All QSL cards received are sent a card in return and 

donations help cover the cost of postage for those that don't send us a SASE. Thanks for 

stopping by. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY A BRIDGE WAR SPECIAL EVENT... Here is a not so Brief History 

 

The Bridge War, also called the Red River Bridge War or the Toll Bridge War, was a 1931 

bloodless boundary conflict between Oklahoma and Texas over an existing toll bridge and a 

new free bridge crossing the RED River.  

The Red River Bridge Company, a private firm owned by Benjamin Colbert, had been operating 

a toll bridge between Durant, Oklahoma and Denison, Texas carrying two US highway routes. 

Texas and Oklahoma had jointly built a new, free span northwest of the existing toll bridge. 

 On July 10, 1931, the Red River Bridge Company obtained an injunction against the Texas 

Highway Commission, keeping them from opening the new bridge. The company said that the 

highway commission had promised in July 1930 to buy the old toll bridge for $60,000, equal to 

$847,052 today. In reaction to the injunction, the Governor of Texas ordered that the new free 

bridge be barricaded from the Texas end.  

 

 



 

 

On July 16, the Oklahoma governor ordered the new bridge to be opened, by executive order. 

Murray issued this order on the grounds that the land on both sides of the river belonged to 

Oklahoma, per the Louisianna purchase treaty of 1803. Murray sent highway crews across the 

new bridge to destroy the barricades on the Texas side. The Texas Governor sent Adjutant 

General William Warren Sterling and three Texas Rangers (not including Chuck Norris) to the 

new bridge to defend the Texas Highway Commission workers enforcing the injunction and 

rebuild the barricade that night. 

 The next day, Oklahoma crews under Oklahoma Governor Murray's order demolished the 

Oklahoma approach to the toll bridge, rendering that bridge impassable. The Texas state 

legislature called a special session on July 23 to pass a bill allowing the Red River Bridge 

Company to sue the state over the issue, partially in response to meetings in Grayson County, 

Texas, demanding the free bridge be opened.  

The next day, Oklahoma Governor Murray declared martial law at the site, enforced by 

Oklahoma National Guardsmen, and appeared at the site armed with a revolver, hours before a 

Muskogee, Oklahoma court issued an injunction prohibiting him from blocking the northern 

toll bridge approach. Murray directed the guardsmen to allow anyone to cross either bridge. 

Murray discovered on July 27 that the free bridge was in danger of being closed permanently.  

He expanded the martial-law zone across the river, stationing guardsmen on both free bridge 

approaches. The injunction against the bridge opening was dissolved and the martial law order 

rescinded on August 6. News of the dispute made national and international headlines. Adolf 

Hitler may have believed that the events were evidence of in-fighting between the American 

states, weakening the union.  

The free bridge that was the cause of the dispute was opened on Labor Day, September 7, 

1931. It was replaced in 1995, though a portion of the bridge was saved as a historical 

attraction and relocated to a park in Colbert, Oklahoma. Here is a great video about the Red 

River Bridge War, it is long but gives you a lot of history about how this all happened...  

 

Check out the video link below to learn all about the story… 

 

The Red River Stand Off  

https://youtu.be/DfTWnxHs3tw?si=3T5Urz4RfISNczZ1

